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Qiuinpier

Empire new-build makes the most of spectacular
views and a location on two lakes

By Khristi Zimmeth

Photography by Beth Singer

Qiuinert

Both pages,
clockwise from
above: The cottage
now has all the comfy
amanities this family
naads, plus lats

of style = from the
parch to the exteror,
the entryway, and the
dining room.

icole Withers of Jones-Keena & Co, has worked on
many lakefront homes in her 27 vears as an interior
designer, but even she admits there’s something spe-
cial about the Empire project the Birmingham -based
dlesign frn finished in 2020,

“Ive never seen a property like this before,”she says, Terched high,
“it has the most spectacular views,” she explains — and not just of
one body of waker, but two, The narrow site has 120 feet of frontage
on Lake Michigan on one side and another 120 feet of frontage on
South Bar Lake, which the homeowner deseribes as “really rustic, "and
reminiscent of the movie “On Golden Fond,”on the other,

The family who owns the land has a long connection to both the
site and the s borm in Empire and lived on a
small, self-sustaining hobby farm, When the couple initially went to
look at the property, which the husband found in a local newspaper
ad, he remembered having raked sand there as a teenager, when he
worked in landscaping,

They purchased the lot, which had been used as a rental property,
in 2015 and put $30,000 into upgrading the 195(s cottage, They rented
the cottage out for the next few years, but“the plan was always o

knock it down and rebuild,” the homeowner explains,

‘That process was started late in 2018, when the couple brought
in Withers, architect Joseph Mosey, and Render Construction to help
them achieve their goals, More family space was the top priority,
according to the homeowners, who have three grown children, So,
too, was a home that was“elegant but cozy, with a mature palette.”

An artist, the wife wanted to steer clear of the typical beach-home
color scheme, which includes a lot of blue, *T wanted the property
itself to be the art,” she explains, adding that the 4,000-square-foot
residence is filled with muted natural ones. The only exception, she
says, are the brighter hues tound in her canvases, “When people come
into the house they say it's so soft, like the colors of a dune, That's
exactly what [ wanted to achieve,”

Withers says the palette was a creative challenge. “The backdrop
is her wondertul art collection, which features a lot of Michigan
5 including her own work and that of friends,”she shares, "We

artusl
wanted to make the most of that” The designer says her strategy
included borrowing inspiration from the gorpeous sunsets of Lake
Michigan, which influenced the soft orange tones found in the great
room and kitchen,

An experienced renovator, the wife had never built a new house, but
“she was the eyes and ears on the project,” Withers says.“She would
walk the house during construction and come back with ideas, We
ended up ereating some really cool ceiling details and other details."At
the homeowners'request, they also reorganized the original floor plan
pomove the kibchen and the dining room to the Lake Michigan side of
the house, to take advantage of the views, [ wanted nature to provide
the wow,“the homeowner explains of her floor plan and color choices,

Withers' goal was to give the family the restful retreat and
family gathering place they envisioned, *They wanted to be able
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to entertain, feel casual and comfortable while there, and take
advantage of the views,”she explains

One of the best places to do that is on the home's third floor,
Like the old rental that had been on the property, the new house
15 affectionately known as“The Perch.” Inspired by yearly visits
to Nantucket, the owners had originally planned to incorporate a
widow's walk at the top of the house. Instead, they built a 15- by
20-foot room on the third floor that includes a bar with seating,
a small kitchen, and an outdoor balcony — or, as they like to
say, “a perch at the top of The Perch,” It's a*great place to watch
sunsets,” the couple agrees.

Sunrises, meanwhile, are enjoved with coffee in the kitchen,
overlooking South Bar Lake. The wite's favorite things about the
house, she says, are the lot, the cozy and welcoming layout, and
the interesting light fixtures. She also appreciates that when you
walk into the foyer, you can see both lakes. Withers is partial
to the views throughout, which can be enjoved “in every single

room, even bathrooms,” she says, adding that the “magical”

reading room and the screened porch are her favorite spaces,
There were a few unexpected surprises along the way, inchading

Both pages,
clockwise from far
left: The kitchen was
moved to the Lake
Michigan side of the
hame. Note the color
of the leather stools
(there are pops of
ofange throughout
the home). An inviting
guest rosm,"the
perch.” and the
dining room all offer
great views
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a period when Lake Michigan was rising at an
alarming rate and the homeowners almost lost
their septic field,

The family finally moved in in une of 2020,
so they'll mark two years in their new space
this summer. Withers savs the talented design
team also included Amanda Rose and Tracey
Brugioni of Jones-Keena, and landscaper Jeff
Hennig of Environmental Artists, who worked
with the challenging lot and whose design for
the property became a model for residential
dune restoration projects n Leelanau County.
Withers calls him “a genius.”

The homeowner admits she was intimidated
by the building process at first, but she
ultimately enjoved it.*T had an absolute blast,™
she says, adding that the results were well
worth the wait, “Throughout the day, the lake
just tums to diamonds,” she marvels. "We feel
so fortunate to have this in our famibv” =
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INTERIOR DESIGNER
Wicode Wilhers, Jones ¥aors & Co,
Rrmrgham, jomes-keena.com

BATHROOM, MASTER

Gabinet, Storage - CBren Hams, Pefrsey

(Cabimetry - ['Brien Henis, Painska

Chandalier - Tmsiop While Larme Chandoks,
Cumey & Company, CAl Desigres, Michigan
Design Cesiter, Tray

Countertop - Mataraz,. FMP Marble 2
Granfe, Troy

Drapery - Falvication, Desirs Desigrs, Wiem:
Fahric, Finiler, Michigan Design Carer, Ty

Foring - Polnr Geay Brehotweave, Cinl, Tray

Mirror - Moo Squaes Mimor, Utipmos)
Lighting Rescurco Studic, Micgan Design
Carer, Ty

Seonces - Sarkn Grande Soonces Visual
Camkcet, oy Lighés Detidl, Michigen Desion
Canter, Troy

Wall Paint - Bargamin Moore, Astaood

64 MICHIGAN ELUE

BEDROOM, GUEST

| Bod Frame - Syrchroniciy Bad, Linvers

Furriture, Janes Koera & Ca. Brmingram

Bedding - Pire Core HI, A Sedhe

Bench - Pabrea Berch, Bernharedt, CA Designe,
Micigan Design Canes, Troy

Chandelier - Puredvexd Lame Lankem, Cumey
& Comnpary, CAF Designs, Michigan Design
Canle, Troy

Drapary - Rosamary Linen, Fafwiaud, Designar
Furitre Seneves, Micign Design Cenler,
Ty

IFiooring - ViMie Ok, Evertad Ploors, Troy

Lamg - JehiFichard, |kiiting Pesorc:
Shuclic, Michigan Design Cartier, Tray

Rup - Oushak Py Boga Fugs

Tablie, End - 'WILIMOCD, CAl Designs,
Michigan Design Canter, Troy

Wall Paint - Benimin Moo, Achauod

DINING ROOM
Banch - Prague Bench, Charkeston Forge,
A Desigre, Michigan Design Cemier, Troy,

Piflow, Kinkey Linen Filliow, Pine Cone HiL
HAnnie Soka

Chairs, Diting - Lovetta Sids Cheirs, Hidkory
Char, Michigen Desion erke, Teay

Chandelier - Masmis Grandz Drendeler,
Cumrey & Cornpary, CA Designs; Michigan
Doesign Ceres, Ty

Drapary - Mamsa Granite, Findler, Midvigan
Design Caner, Ty

Floaring - Vihite (i, Fuerbact Foors, Tioy

Light, Faer Cedling - Lortod Simoke Bell
L antem, Visual Corfort, Cly Lights Detmi,
Mehzn Design Cenkes, Troy

Mirror - Lowed Mirce, Gably Home, CAI
Designz, Michigan Design Canter, Troy

Rug - Dertmeer N, Peswter, Surbace Dexigns
Infamaficeal

Runner, Halway - Dushak. Sodameadar
Criertal s

Takle, Dining - Mackekine Divng Tk, Michel
Feqeand

Taike, End - Gustmian Chest Modam Hstory,
CAl Desigrs, Michigan Design Canlat. Troy

Wall Paint - Benjamin Moors, Asgaen Ok
“Wailpaper, Haliway - Camasm Walnul,
Wirfin Thybony, Krauet |Lee
Joba | Brunschveg & Fil, Mehigan Design
Cenler, Tioy

KITCHEN

Backsgkash - Ak Nigiia Tha Company Toy

Bar Stoaks - Woodbridoe Furniure, CA
Diesigns, Mickigan [esion Carer, Ty,
Uphotetery, Orange R Lesthoer, Kraned,
Fravel | Lee o | Breche & Fk,
Michigan Design Centes Troy

Cabinetry - CfBrien Hanks, Pedushey

Chairs, Breabdast - Joratban Charkes, GAl
Dleeiyns, Michigan [esign Carfer, Tty

Counterntops - Baccarzt, PMP Markk &
Cerila, Troy

Flooring - White (b, Berbist Fooes, Troy

Hood - CfFrien Harrks, Petskey

Lighting, Bar - Chatham Latems by Palh
Lauren, Visuml Comort, City Liohs Detrok,
Michigan Design Centar Tioy

Lighting, Breakdas Table - Goodven Lag:
Pendart, Vsl Comiort, Gty Lighes: Detroi,
Michigan Design Cenler Troy

Pillows, Accant - Enstem Acoerts, Jones-
Kaerm & Co. Bimingham

Rug - Baga Frugs

Stiwe - La Comue, (YBrien Harris, Petnshery

Table, Breaktast - Fiawikam, Bk 5

Wl Paint - Bengamin Moo, Hay Skis

LIVING ROOM

AMEhairs - Jules Swivel Chairs, Hickory Char,
Michigan Design Cenlar Troy

ATtWOrk — Jmes Keera & Ca, Bemingham

Chandelier - Mzarin Chandebe, Bl Sudo,
JoresKeena & Co, Brningham

Chest, Decorative - Bickesten Chest, Jorathan
Charless, LA Designs, Michigan Design
Cenlar. Troy

Tabig, Coffee - Gore Coffen Taira, Triter
Feefar

Flooring - Foge Fugs

Lamp, Chest - Fermo Designs

Lamps, Blue and White - gz Tabie Lamps,
Curey & Compary, CAl Desigrs, Michgan
Dlessgn Cenler, Troy

Fillows. Accent - Surya, CA Designs, Michigan

D Ceter, Troy

Sofa - Lomaine Soéa, Hickory Credr, Michigar
Dessin Capeey, Troy

Wl Paint - Beriamin Maces, Hlary Shies

Wl Tresatimenl, Fireplace - Limestona, Beach
Bdend Aehler, The Slona M, Laniew

PATIO AND PORCH

Cefling Treatment - Beadooard, Render
Goreinaction, Tarerss: Clly

Cushions - Krgsiey Fale, Sporg Stipe, Jones
¥ana & Co., Bimringham

Far - Maveric Calaction, Monka Crl,
City Lightz Defrad, Wickigan Design Canter,
Ty

Masonry - Buestone, Render Construction,
Trawerse: Gy

Table, Coffee - Seasoral | hing, Jones Keera
& Co. Bimingham

Tatiag, Enif - Lrbiz irporls

‘Sofa and Chairs - Frences Coladion, Kingsly
Bate, ks Heena & Ca

SITTING ROOM

Armechars - Springhose Lounge Char,
Charlesion Forge, CAl Desigrs, Michigan
Desin Cender, Troy
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Ceilng Treatment - hickel Gap. Fender
Corstnction, Traveese Gty

Flooring - Sl g, Surva, G4 Desigres,
Michigan Design Certer, Troy

Ottoman - Custom, Jores Keena & Co.
Uphaistery Studio, Birmingharr Fabiic,
Matlana Cins, Kraet, Kt | Lao
i | Brunectmig & Fils. Michian Desgn
Cere, Ty

Table, Ooccasional - Seasonal Liing, Jones:
Feena & o, Barmingham

Wall Paint - Berjamin Mo, Hay Skis

THE PERCH {BALCONY)

Chairs. Patio - Babey Char, b Imparts

Flooring - Write Cak, Fvesleel Floors, Troy

Light, Wall - erice Sconce, Visual Conor,
City Lights Disresk, Michigan Desin Centes;
Ty

Railiyg, Balcory - Ferrier Camstnuction,
Trewersa City

Stoxoks - kat Frerch Blue Sook, Fine Cone
HIL Ak Seke

Table, High-Top - Smuore Bar Table, Four
Hars, Joreseena & Ca, Brmingham

Wall Paint - Berjarmn Mome, Hary S

Both pages, left to right:
Tha porch, living room
{with & natural stone
fireplace of Michigan
limestona), and master
bath all exude cottage
charm and sophistication
The branchlike light fixture
in the bathroom fits the
home's nature theme.

EXTERIOR

Buslding Materials - Ceddr Shingles

Landscaping Instalahion - Fan Bay
Lardscaping, Traversa Ciby

Ouitcioar Flooring and Masanry - Fwin Bay
Larwkscaping, Traversa Ciy

Paint Calor, Exterior Door - Baramin Mocre,
Sweed Viaion

ADDITIONAL PROJECT
CONTRIBUTORS

Architeet - Joseph Meesy, Joseph Mosey
Furhilache, Merthwila

Buiider - Eric Rerder, Randor Construdion,
Tranesse: City

Contnbuting Designers - Traoey Brugin arnd
Amands Foes Jones-Keena & Co.

Design, Kifohen - 0frien Harris formesly
Signatuea Kitchers), Lz Frebaugh, Pelnekry

Desipn, Larvistape - felfrey Hanni,
Emdrnmantst Artistz, Lakind

Dvapery Fabrication) - Desigr Desiys,
Whnm

Pareh, Sunscape - Surspace of West
Michigen, Wyoming
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